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ENSI’s assessment of earthquake safety at the Beznau 
nuclear power plant ruled correctly 
 
The Swiss Federal Nuclear Safety Inspectorate assessed the earthquake 
safety of the Beznau nuclear power plant in accordance with the legal 
requirements. The Swiss Federal Administrative Court has thus rejected 
an appeal lodged by 15 individuals. 
 
Following the nuclear disaster at Fukushima in March 2011, the Swiss Federal 
Nuclear Safety Inspectorate (ENSI) requested that Axpo Power Ltd. verify the 
earthquake safety of the Beznau nuclear power plant. The operator had to prove 
that the plant could cope with an earthquake of a magnitude encountered once 
every 10`000 years and that radiation exposure in the vicinity of the plant would 
not exceed 100 millisieverts. In July 2012, ENSI found that the operator had 
provided the required proof of safety at the plant and thus saw no reason to 
decommission it provisionally with immediate effect. 
 
Case brought by 15 individuals 
In April 2017, 15 individuals appealed to the Swiss Federal Administrative Court 
(FAC) against ENSI’s ruling made at the beginning of 2017 regarding the safety 
evidence. In particular, they challenged the radiation exposure dose limit of 
100 millisieverts stipulated by the inspectorate. They believed that this should be 
set at a level of one millisievert for an earthquake of a magnitude occurring once 
every 10`000 years. Since this lower limit value would be exceeded in an event of 
this kind, they claimed that keeping the Beznau nuclear power plant operating 
would be illegal and demanded it to be decommissioned immediately for the time 
being. 
 
Assessment of the Federal Administrative Court 
Following an interpretation of the relevant standards, the FAC has concluded that 
ENSI was correct in setting the permissible radiation exposure limit at 
100 millisieverts for an earthquake of a magnitude occurring once every 10`000 
years. It also ruled that it was not obliged to consider any further, less frequent 
earthquakes in its assessment either and that the dose of radiation had been 
calculated correctly. The court has accordingly dismissed the appeal. 
 
This judgment may be appealed to the Federal Supreme Court. 
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About the Federal Administrative Court 
Located in St. Gallen, the Federal Administrative Court (FAC) was established in 2007. 
With its staff of 357 employees (307.65 FTE) and its 76 judges (68.2 FTE) it is the largest 
federal court in Switzerland. The Federal Administrative Court has jurisdiction to hear 
appeals against decisions rendered by Swiss federal authorities. In specific matters, the 
FAC may grant review on decisions rendered by cantonal authorities. Recourse actions 
are also reviewed by the Court. The FAC is composed of six divisions. It renders an 
average of 7,500 judgments every year.  
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